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A Walkability Audit is a methodical examination of how 
pedestrian-friendly a route may or may not be.

The word Walkability means the “ability to walk”.

School Description

Scoil Mhuire is a mixed 2 teacher school that is situated 
on the outskirts of Swanlinbar, Co. Cavan. The school is 
working towards their 4th Green Flag on the theme of 
Travel.

Most pupils travel to school on the bus (38.1%) and
many pupils walk (28.6%). Some pupils carpool and 
28.6% travel in the car.
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How do you usually travel TO school? 



We used a number of tools on the audit to record our findings:

• Maps of the area

• Recording sheets

• Recording devices (timer, trundle wheel)

• Hi-visibility vests

• Camera

• Pencils/Clipboards



A Walkability Audit is a methodical examination of how 
pedestrian-friendly a route may or may not be.

The word Walkability means the “ability to walk”.

Route

We audited the route from Scoil Mhuire to the possible Park and 
Stride locations at the GAA pitch (below) and Reilly's shop in the 
town centre.

There is a good footpath linking the school with the town. This path
is narrow in places, needs maintenance due to moss overgrowth
and has numerous blind entrances to business and homes.

The infrastructure to support walking around the school is excellent. 
There is segregated entrances for walkers and car/ bus users and 
designated parking areas for buses. Footpaths and a pedestrian 
crossing link the school safely with the pupil's homes. 

There is a problem with speeding traffic travelling past the school.



We noted the following findings from our Walkability Audit:

More details and photos of these findings can be viewed in 
the pages following.

Negative Issues

1. Lights at pedestrian crossing not working

2. Speeding traffic outside school

3. Footpath narrow in places

4. Blind entrances along footpath

Positive Issues

1. Pedestrian crossing at the school

2. Footpath to the town

3. School ahead signs on approach to school 
from both directions

4. Possible Park and Stride location at GAA 
pitch and Reilly’s shop

5. Segregated parking for buses

6. Safe entrance gates at the school



A summary of our recommendations is below:

1. Walk on footpaths where available

2. Where there are no paths walk in single 
file wearing High Visibility jackets

3. Be careful when 

• walking passed entrances to houses, 
fields and businesses

• crossing main road

4. Encourage walking and cycling to school 
and Park and Stride from the Park and
Stride locations to reduce the volume of 
traffic around the school



Positive Findings

Pedestrian crossing at the school

School ahead warning sign

Segregated parking area for 
buses (yellow hatched area)

Safety gates separating walkers 
from bus / car users



Negatives

Blind entrances along footpath

Be careful walking past 
entrances to houses and 
housing estates

Narrow footpaths – walk in 

single file



Park and Stride

Park and Stride Location

Car park at  Swanlinbar GAA

125m walk to school

Approx.  2 minute walk

Park and Stride Location

Reilly’s Shop

408m walk to school

Approx.  8 minute walk



A summary of our recommendations is below:

Infrastructure recommendations

1.Repaint 

• ‘School Ahead’ warning on 
approach road 

2.Traffic calming to reduce traffic 
speeds on approach to the school 
such as driver feedback signs 
displaying speed 

3.Repair lights at pedestrian crossing

4.Repair footpath leading to the town

5.Reduce speed limit outside the 
school



Thank you for reading our report. 

Please contact us with your feedback using the details below.

School Details:

Green-Schools Travel Education Officer

Email:

Phone:

Email:

Phone:

School:

Name:

Name: Lisa McDaniel

lmcdaniel@eeu.antaisce.org

087-9406143

ciaraella@hotmail.co.uk

0044764277562

Scoil Mhuire

Swanlinbar

Ciara Murphy

Co. Cavan


