
What is biodiversity? 
Biodiversity refers to all the variety of life – 
whether that's plants or animals. – as well as to 
the eco-systems they form and the habitats in 
which they live. 
 

Biodiversity is all the different kinds of life you'll 
find in one area—the variety of animals, plants, 
fungi, and even microorganisms like bacteria 
that make up our natural world. Each of these 
species and organisms work together in 
ecosystems, like an intricate web, to maintain 
balance and support life. 
 
 
The term means biological diversity and refers to 
all the variety of life – whether that’s plants, 
animals, fungi or micro-organisms – as well as to 
the eco-systems they form and the habitats in 
which they live. 

Biological diversity comprises three levels: 
Species diversity:  the variety of different 
species; Genetic diversity: the variety of genes 
contained in plants, animals, fungi and micro-
organisms; and ecosystem diversity: all the 
different habitats that exist. 



Fun facts about biodiversity 

 

Biodiversity provides food for humans. About 80 
percent of our food supply comes from just 20 kinds 
of plants. Humans use at least 40,000 species of 
plants and animals a day. Although many kinds of 
animals are utilized as food, again most consumption 
is focused on a few species 

 

Why do we need biodiversity? 
 

Humans rely on biodiversity to survive. We are 
intertwined in a big natural system, and each element 
supports and enables all of us to thrive. 

It is easy to see why humans need nature: we need 
fresh water, clean air, and plants and animals for food. 
But what we need specifically is biodiversity. Nature 
around us isn't enough - we need a natural world that 
is complex, resilient, thriving and full of variety. 

Nature needs to be able to cope with change. Different 
animals and plants in a habitat help to make that place 
stable and sustainable. Small changes will have fewer 
effects, allowing it to keep providing us with what we 
need.  

 

https://www.nhm.ac.uk/discover/anthropocene.html


Did you know? 

Food 
Biodiversity is essential for healthy child nutrition and 
provides plant and animal resources necessary for food 
production and balanced diets. Biodiversity provides vital 
ecosystem functions such as soil fertilization, nutrient 
recycling. 

Water 
Biodiversity supports ecosystems to provide and purify 
water. Every two minutes a child dies from a water-borne 
disease. But through the continuous recycling of water, 
biodiversity maintains ecosystem services needed to sustain 
drinking water supplies. Ecosystems also play a significant 
role in purifying water. 
 

Disease 
Biodiversity loss can increase the incidence and distribution of 
certain infectious diseases which are lethal for children. Diseases 
that spread from animals to humans are a serious threat. 
Deforestation drives wild animals out of their natural habitats 
and closer to humans and is linked to infectious 
diseases such as Ebola. 
 

Medicines 
Biodiversity is an important and irreplaceable source for 
medicines and advances in understanding disease. Plants, 
fungi, microbes and animals are the sources of unique and 
innovative medicines. 

Nature 
Experiencing biodiversity positively influences physical and 
mental health and well-being.    

https://water.org/our-impact/water-crisis/#:~:text=Every%202%20minutes%20a%20child,child%20and%20maternal%20mortality%20rates.


Why is biodiversity important in simple 
words? 

 

Biodiversity is an integral part of culture and 
identity. 
 
Ecosystems such as parks and other 
protected areas also provide recreation and 
a knowledge resource for visitors, and 
biodiversity is a frequent source of 
inspiration for artists and designers. 
 

Ecosystems provide crucial services such 

as pollination, seed dispersal, climate 

regulation, water purification, nutrient 

cycling, and control of agricultural pests. 

Biodiversity also holds value for potential 

benefits not yet recognized, such as new 

medicines and other possible unknown 

services. 

 

 

 



How does biodiversity affect the 
environment? 

 

The biodiversity provides raw materials for 
the survival of the livelihood within it. Soil 
fertilization, nutrient recycling, pest and 
disease regulation, erosion control, and 
crop and tree pollination are all provided by 
biodiversity. 
 

 

How can we save biodiversity? 

 
Ways to Preserve Biodiversity 

1. Support local farms.  

2. Save the bees. 

3. Plant local flowers, fruits and vegetables. 

4. Take shorter showers. 

5. Respect local habitats.  

 

 

 



What  threatens biodiversity? 

 

There are many threats to biodiversity 
today. The biggest ones can be remembered 
by using the acronym H.I.P.P.O.: Habitat 
Loss, Invasive Species, Pollution, Human 
Population, and Overharvesting. 
 
 
What are 3 things biodiversity provides us 
with? 

 

Biodiversity provides us with drinking 
water, oxygen to breathe, food, medicine, 
decomposition of waste, and helps our 
planet withstand natural disasters 
 
 

 

 

 

 



What are 4 human activities that threaten 
biodiversity? 

 

Local threats to species richness 
include land-use changes, pollution, 
resource exploitation, and invasive species. 
 

What can we do to conserve biodiversity? 
 

Understanding and awareness 
Helping people to understand what 
biodiversity loss means for them, and 
particularly for the health of their children, 
can be a very effective incentive for the 
positive behavioural change required to 
ensure more sustainable lifestyles and 
choices in energy, food and water 
consumption, which will in turn ease threats 
to biodiversity 
 

 
 



 

Protecting the natural world 
 

Our future rests on a biodiverse Earth, so 
we can no longer take it for granted. We are 
now in an era when humans have a huge 
impact on the planet's natural systems. 

Biodiversity loss is just as catastrophic as 
climate change.  

Stopping further damage to the planet 
requires big change, but we can do it if we 
act now, together. 

 

 

https://www.nhm.ac.uk/discover/anthropocene.html
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/discover/anthropocene.html

